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Dates for your diary...

       

Dear families 
What a difference the weather has made this week. The
children and staff have enjoyed being outside in the Spring
sunshine.
  
There has definitely been a froggy feel to the whole school this
week. When we arrived on Monday, lily pads had mysteriously
appeared all over the corridors, and the children were left
wondering what was going on. Drama workshops with LAMDA
teacher’s Lauren and Charles, soon had the children immersed
in a pond soundscape and acting out parts of the story
‘Tuesday’ by David Wiesner, around which we based all of the
children’s Book Week learning this week. We do hope that the
children have been telling you all about it but you can read
more about their creative learning in the newsletter this week.
Look out for World Book Day Tokens in the children’s bags.   

We had a huge response to our plea for book donations. Thank
you to everyone who contributed and to the Friends for
running the Book Swap and for funding the drama workshops
as a result.
 
Next week sees Bikeability in Year 4, Young Carers Day on
Wednesday, Hikapee Theatre Workshops for Year 1 and 2, and
Science Workshops across the school on Friday. 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Sally Smith

 

Mon 9  - Fri 13  March th th

Bikeability for Year 4

Wed 11  Marchth

Young Carers Day

Thur 12  Marchth

Hikapee Workshop for Year 1 & 2

Fri 13  Marchth

PSTT Live Science Lessons

Mon 16  & Tues 17  March th th

Reception Parent Consultations - PM

Fri 20  March th

Easter Discos 
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Science Live Lessons 
As part of British Science Week next week,
all of our classes will be taking part in live
online lessons on Friday. They will be run
by the Primary Science Teaching Trust
(PSTT) with whom our Science Lead, Mrs
Emily Greenacre, works closely to improve
our general Science provision. The
children will take part in a live lesson with
one of the PSTT teachers and will then
complete a practical session with their
teachers before sharing their findings and
finding out what other schools discovered
at the end of the day. Good luck
Southfield Park Scientists! 

Dear Parents,
We are writing to announce that Mrs. Mary Ellen McCarthy, Executive
Principal and Founder of the Lumen Learning Trust, will be retiring, effective
December 31st 2026, after 40 years of public service.

Mrs. McCarthy has served our Lumen school communities with distinction
since she founded the Trust in 2013. We thank her for the dedication and
leadership that has guided and strengthened our schools and her
commitment to inclusive education and academic excellence.

While we will miss Mrs. McCarthy’s exceptional leadership, we are thrilled for
her as she embarks on a well-deserved retirement.

The Board of Directors has already begun the recruitment process for a new
Executive Principal to ensure a seamless transition and continuity of
leadership. News on the successful outcome of the process will be shared
with families by your school leaders towards the end of the current
academic year.
 
Jo Roberts, Chair of Directors



MARCH 6  2026TH

Young Carers Day 

Miss Lucy Radcliffe is our Young Carers Champion in school and we will all be
supporting our Southfield Park young carers by taking part in Young Carers
Action Day on Wednesday next week. There will be assemblies and events
throughout the day to thank our young carers and raise awareness of some of the
things they do. Children are welcome to ‘dress down for a good cause’ in
exchange for a small donation to our Young Carers at Southfield Park Fund. We
will also be holding a bake sale in the infant playground after school. Staff,
parents, carers and children are welcome to donate bakes – sweet or savoury. 



Book Week Fun 
by Mrs Karen del Medico, English Leader 

On Monday morning, we arrived at school to
discover something rather unusual - our
corridors were littered with lily pads! This

mysterious sight marked the exciting start of
our English Week, as we began to unravel the

clues. 
It has been a fantastic week, with everyone
immersing themselves in the book Tuesday

by David Wiesner. The story sparked our
imaginations and inspired learning across the

school. 
The wonderful Miss Lauren and Charles, our

LAMDA teachers, led engaging drama
workshops for every year group and even
taught us how to fly! In Year 2 and Year 4,

pupils have also become detectives,
conducting their own police interviews to

solve the mystery. 
Music filled the corridors as Frog Chorus by

Paul McCartney was played. Year 1
enthusiastically clapped the rhythm and

used bells to accompany the song. We also
joined up with our buddy classes to create

some fantastic froggy crafts and have worked
on our colour mixing skills inspired by the

book’s beautiful illustrations. 
The Friends also swung into action,

organising a terrific book swap where
everyone had the opportunity to choose a

pre-loved book. Thank you to them for their
continued help and support and for funding
the drama workshops so that we didn’t have

to ask you for extra money.  
All in all, it has been a fun, creative and busy

week — one we will certainly remember! 
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“I loved flying I felt like I was floating through the sky.” – Sofia 

“I really loved the drama workshop so much that I’d even give up my birthday for it!” -
Orlando

In English, the children became detectives, investigating the suspicious events that
took place on Tuesday night. They examined clues, asked thoughtful questions and
wrote detailed police reports about the mysterious happenings. 
We also used the book as inspiration for our Art lesson. The children created beautiful
watercolour pieces inspired by the dreamlike illustrations in the story. Take a look at
our work:

Book Week adventures in year 3

What an exciting and imaginative Book Week we have had in Year 3! This week we linked
some of our learning to the wonderful picture book Tuesday by David Wiesner. The
mysterious and magical events in the story sparked fantastic discussions, creative
thinking and lots of laughter throughout the week.

We began our Book Week by “hopping” into class
just like the frogs in Tuesday! A key highlight of
the week was our exciting Drama workshop. The
children explored freeze frames to capture key
moments from the story and worked brilliantly
in teams to bring scenes to life. Most
impressively, they even learned how to fly just
like the frogs! It was wonderful to see their
confidence, creativity and teamwork shine.
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From the LAMDA team 

We absolutely loved having the students involved in our World Book Day
workshop with Miss Lauren and Mr Charles.

Using Tuesday by David Wiesner as our inspiration, the children explored
storytelling through creativity, imagination and performance. It was wonderful
to see so many students come out of their shells as they brought the story to life
together.

One of our favourite moments was asking the students, “Can you fly?” — inspired
by the magical scenes in the book. Suddenly the room was filled with
imagination, movement and laughter as the children discovered just how
powerful their creativity can be.

What was particularly special was seeing students who sometimes find it
difficult to join in during class become fully engaged in the session. Several
students participated in the entire workshop with confidence and enthusiasm —
some were absolutely flying!

We would love to continue building on that creativity and confidence.
Students are warmly invited to join us at our after-school clubs:

🎭 LAMDA & Drama Club
Tuesdays | 3:10–4:10pm

🎶 Glee Club – Singing, music and performance
Fridays | 3:20–4:20pm

For students who would benefit from more personalised support, we also offer
1-to-1 LAMDA lessons.
LAMDA (London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art) lessons help children
develop:
• Confidence in speaking and performance
• Communication and public speaking skills
• Creativity and imagination
• Resilience and self-belief

Students also work towards nationally recognised qualifications while
developing skills that support them both in school and beyond.

If your child enjoyed the workshop and would like to continue their performing
arts journey, we would love to welcome them.

If you would like more information or to book a place, please email us at
southfieldparklamda@gmail.com.



Well Done
Charlotte 
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 Lost Property: Help needed! 

Could you spare 30 minutes a
month? We would really like to get
a team of volunteers popping into
school to help us get named lost
property back to the right classes,
and to sort through unnamed
items. If we had four volunteers, we
could rotate them so that everyone
came once a month. If you could
help, please get in touch with the
school office: info@southfield-
park.surrey.sch.uk 

Summer Term Dates 

You can now find the end of term dates listed at the end of the newsletter.
There will be a few more additions coming as teachers are still arranging trips
and events, so watch this space.  

Congratulations to Charlotte. Together with her fellow
dancers from Ashtead Ballet School she performed The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz at Epsom Playhouse on Sunday
8th February. The entire company—ranging in age from
just 3 years old to 18—has shown incredible dedication,
working hard to learn, practise, and rehearse their
routines since September. Throughout January they
also gave up their weekends to rehearse on top of their
regular weekly classes.
After a full dress rehearsal on the Saturday, the dancers
went on to perform two impressive two-hour shows on
the Sunday. Charlotte should be especially proud,
having performed in six different routines across the
performances.
A fantastic accomplishment and a wonderful
experience—well done, Charlotte!



LED BY THE WOODLANDS AUTISM OUTREACH TEAM

TO HELP PARENTS UNDERSTAND, RECOGNISE AND SUPPORT
THIER CHILDREN WITH PDA 

Q&A AT THE END 

UNDERSTANDING PATHOLOGICAL DEMAND
AVOIDANCE

PARENT WORKSHOP
Held at

Southfield
Park

 thT  u  e  s  d  a  y  2  4
M a r c h

9 - 1 0 : 1 5 A M

To book,
scan QR
code &

complete
short form

 A PROFILE WITHIN AUTISM WHERE EVERYDAY
DEMANDS CAN CAUSE HIGH ANXIETY, LEADING

TO AVOIDANCE BEHAVIOURS.

https://forms.gle/G4F9ik9uWqfWhUxt9
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Stars of the week
RC 
Star of the week: Luna

Year 1 HM
Star of the week: Shereen

Year 2 GR
Star of the week: Hira

Year 3F
Star of the week: Max

Y4 K
Star of the week: James & Maya

Year 5BS
Star of the week: Millie

Year 6N
Star of the week: Ellie

RF
Star of the week: Maisie-Rose

Year 1 CR
Star of the week: Nyah

Year 2D
Star of the week: Sienna

Year 3A
Star of the week: Ella

Year 4J
Star of the week: Biel

Year 5S
Star of the week: Sarah

Year 6C
Star of the week: Sophia



Last chance to get more books -
Monday 9th March at School Pickup

by the Main Entrance - for a Voluntary Donation

There are three sessions for the disco - one for each phase of the school: 
Phase 1 (Reception and Year 1) 16:45 - 17:45
Phase 2 (Years 2 & 3) 18:00 - 19:00
Phase 3 (Years 4, 5 & 6) 19:15 - 20:15

Tickets cost £5 and will be on sale at www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofsouthfieldpark.

The DJ is a familiar face to the children and we are sure they will get your children
dancing!
The ticket includes an Easter treat for the children to take home with them.

Please do consider volunteering to help us at the disco - a DBS check is preferred but not
essential. Children will have DBS-checked parents with them at all times. You are able to
sign up as a volunteer on PTA Events when booking your ticket or otherwise send an email
to friends@southfield-park.surrey.sch.uk.

Thank you to everyone who donated books, contributed
£1, supported the sale after school, helped sorting,
setting up and tidying up.

It was great to see the children so happy with their books.

We still have lots of books left. There will be another sale on Monday at school pickup by the
Main Entrance. Please come and see if there’s a book your family would like for a small
donation. There are additional titles available that weren’t available on Wednesday, so even
if you came to look and supported us on Wednesday, please come and have another look. We
do also have adult and teens books available too.

 

News From The Friends

FEBRUARY27 2026

FRIENDS@SOUTHFIELD-PARK.SURREY.SCH.UK

20th March - Easter Disco

Tickets go on sale on Monday 9 March at 7pm

Please help us to create another fun event for children



Spring Term 2026 - Key Dates 

w/c Mon 09.03 – Fri
13.03

Bikeability for Year 4

Mon 16.03 & Tues
17.03

Pm
Reception Parent
Consultations

Fri 20.03 Easter Discos

Mon 23.03 All day

Dress Rehearsal for
Music Festival
(Glee) at Epsom
Playhouse

Mon 23.03 Open Classrooms 2:45 – 3:45pm 

Tues 24.03 Eve
Choir attending
Dorking Halls Music
Festival

Tues 24.03 and Wed
25.03

Eve
Music Festival
(Glee) at Epsom
Playhouse

Wed 25.03 Reports out to parents (years 1 – 6)

Fri 27.03 Break up at 1:30pm



Date Time Event 

Mon 13.04 8:35am Children return to school

Tue 14.0.4 Duck egg experience arrives in Reception

Thu 16.04 Am Grow, Cook, Enjoy planting with KS2

Fri 17.04 Year Group Newsletters out to parents

Tue 21.04 Pm Year 3 and 4 Girls’ Football Tournament

Fri 24.04 Reception ducklings picked up

Thu 30.04 9:15am Year 1 Year Group Assembly

Mon 04.05 BANK HOLIDAY – SCHOOL CLOSED 

Thu 07.05 9:15am Year 4 Year Group Assembly

Fri 08.05 9:00 - 10:30am Reception Sports Day

Fri 08.05 6:00pm Family Bingo Night with the Friends

w/c Mon 11.05 SATs in Year 6 including Breakfast Club

Fri 15.05 9:00 – 11:00am Infant Sports Day (Year 1 and 2)

Fri 15.05 3:00 – 3:30pm Krispy Kreme Donut Sale with the Friends

Mon 18.05 Class Photographs

Thu 21.05 3:30pm Year 5 PGL meeting for families

Fri 22.05 pm Junior Sports Day at the Harrier Centre

w/c Mon 25.05 HALF TERM – SCHOOL CLOSED 

Wed 03.06 9:00 – 9:30am Open Classrooms

Wed 03.06 6:00pm SHINE Show

Thu 04.06 Year 6 Geography Field Trip to the River Mole

Fri 05.06 Reserve Junior Sports Day

w/c Mon 08.06 Year 6 Bikeability Level 2

Mon 08.06 3:00pm District Sports Field Events

Thu 11.06 9:00am District Sports Track Events

Fri 12.06 Reception Trip to Bocketts Farm

Fri 12.06 9:15am Year 3 Year Group Assembly

w/c Mon 15.06 Year 5 Residential to PGL Liddington

Summer Term 2026 - Key Dates 



Date Time Event 

Wed 17.06 Time tbc (early eve) Choir event at The Horton

w/c Mon 22.06 Creative Arts Week

Mon 22.06 Summer Fair hamper donations (MUFTI)

Mon 22.06 Dance Festival rehearsals at Epsom Playhouse (daytime)

Tue 23.06 + Wed
24.06

Evening Dance Festival at Epsom Playhouse

Wed 24.06 Grow, Cook, Enjoy cooking with Year 3

Thu 25.06 Year 3 Sleepover

Fri 26.06 1:15pm Year 3 finish early 

Tue 30.06 and Wed
01.07

Year 6 Transition Days at Secondary Schools

Tue 30.06 and Wed
01.07

15:00-18:30 
16:00-18:00 

Y1-6 Parent
Consultations (no

Wed 01.07 Grow, Cook, Enjoy cooking with Year 4

Thu 02.07 Summer Fair bottle donations (MUFTI)

Fri 03.07 Year 6 trip to London

Sat 04.07 12:00 – 2:00pm Summer Fair

Mon 06.07 Grow, Cook, Enjoy cooking with Year 6

Tue 07.07 and Wed
08.07

6:00pm Year 6 Production

Wed 08.07 Grow, Cook, Enjoy cooking with Year 5

Thu 09.07 9:15am Year 2 Summer Sing-a-long

Thu 09.07 6:00pm New Reception Parents information
session

Fri 10.07 Year 6 to Chessington World of Adventures

Mon 13.07 3:30pm Sayers Croft information meeting (current
year 3 parents)

Wed 15.07 5:30pm Year 6 Leavers’ Party

Fri 16.07 9:00am Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly

Fri 16.07 1:30pm Break up for Summer Holidays 



1:1 tailored follow-up sessions are available after the workshop,
please indicate on the sign-up form if you are interested.
To register interest, please scan the QR code or click
Family Wellbeing Service - transition workshop contact form

For further information or to book a place, email 
communitywellbeingteam@ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk

Join YMCA East Surrey’s Family Wellbeing Service for an informative
and supportive online workshop about how to support and prepare
your child, and yourself, for the transition from Primary to
Secondary school. 
Three workshop days and times to choose from:

u
u
u  

Tues 17 March | 12:00 -
13:00 Wed 18 March | 18:00
- 19:00 Wed 22 April | 18:00
- 19:00

Supporting your child with the
transition from Primary to
Secondary school 



Easter Holiday
Family Events

 Theatre | Storytelling | Workshops

Make this Easter breakunforgettable with a magical lineup of family events, perfect for little o
grown-ups alike. From interactive storytelling to enchanting music and puppet theatre, there’s

something for every imagination to explore

Short Stories Tall Tales: The Giraffe Who Wouldn’t Bath
Tuesday 31st March, 11:30am and 1:30pm
Adventure with Gerald on his hilarious sticky-icky journey while he
discovers what happens when you don’t have a bath. Inventive,
interactive and above all, creative play for your little ones to enjoy
Ages 0-5Family Concert - Ferdinand The Little BullFriday, 3rd April, 11:30am
Bilingual (English / Spanish) narrated concert, suitable for the
whole family. The music of the English composer, Alan Ridout,
performed on solo violin, tenderly illustrates this simple story that
contains messages of peace, individuality and friendship. Ages 4+
Gaby Gulliver’s Travels
Friday 10th April, 11:30am and 2:30pm
A magical shadow theatre show for children and grown-ups alike.
This imaginative retelling of a classic story of a journey through
strange new worlds, where Gaby discovers what it truly means to 
big…and small. Ages 5+
Shadow Puppetry Workshop with Indigo Moon Theatre
Friday 10th April, 1pm – 2pm
In this creative workshop children and their carers will use light an
their imaginations to design their own shadow puppets and explor
how to bring them to life. Ages 5+

SPANISH FESTIVAL OF MUSIC &

DANCE 2026

01372 747 662 @thehortonepsom
The Horton Arts Centre, Haven Way, Epsom, KT19 8NP

thehortonepsom.org





ADVICECAFE
 WelcomePack

 

FRIDAYS
10AM-12PM

Mental Health

Debt Help

Housing

Physical Health

Employment

Benefits

Our regular advisors can help with:

Other areas of support are also available, please get
in touch to find out if we can help support you.

Freedrop-in hub withcake and
refreshments for adviceon debt,

benefits, and other important issues.

St Barnabas | KT19 8HA | 020 8224 9838







Hey Parent/Carers! Looking for exciting ways to keep
your kids active, creative, and full of smiles this
Easter? Club4 is back—and we’ve got an incredible
line-up of fully-funded holiday activities for eligible
families across Surrey! The Holiday Activity and Food
Programme, delivered by Active Surrey on behalf of
Surrey County Council, is a fantastic Department for
Education initiative offering places for children and
young people from Reception to Year 11 who receive
benefit-related free school meals. Funding covers up
to 4 activity days per child. From high‑energy sports
and games to hands‑on cooking, colourful arts &
crafts, exciting outdoor adventures, and so much
more — Club4 camps bring the fun every Easter,
Summer, and Winter! Kids can explore new passions,
build confidence, make amazing new friends, and
create memories that stick long after the holidays.

There’s something for every family... SEND-specific
camps and family stay and play experiences,
designed to be inclusive, supportive, and joy‑filled
Teen days out packed with adventure, teamwork, 

and new experiences

Family events where everyone can get involved and
make the holidays extra special
📅Bookings for Easter open at 7:30am on Tuesday
24 February – but why wait?
✨ Register your interest now and get ahead of the
Scan the QR code or click here to book

queue! 
today! Eequ

Club4 Parent Guide - Easter 26

https://eequ.org/club4activesurrey



“A wonderful resource for families to ensure that all
children have the opportunity to be active, social and have a

chance for respite from additional needs siblings at home.” Parent

“These are amazing and I’m so so grateful as a single parent of
three very young children to be given the opportunity to have my

daughter go to these not just for her but for myself and her
younger brothers. The staff are amazing and really have the

children at heart.” Parent

We’re so happy to see so many children and young people excited about
our Club4 sessions!

But here’s the challenge: some parents are booking spaces, and children
aren’t showing up.

Because these sessions are fully funded, every missed place means: 
A funded activity spot goes unused
Another child misses the chance to join in, have fun, and enjoy a
healthy meal

 
To make sure as many families as possible can benefit, providers may
not be able to accept future bookings from families who regularly miss
sessions without letting them know.

✅ Only book sessions your child is able to attend
✅ If plans change, cancel your booking on Eequ as early so possible so
another child can enjoy the opportunity

Together, we can make this holiday active, creative, and memorable for
every child!

“We had a fantastic time at the Stay and Play.
The facilities are amazing and the staff so helpful and

attentive, it’s a perfect place for my daughter and her brother
who has special needs to bond and try a new activity together.

We will definitely be coming along again.” Parent
“Amazing, great staff, inclusive and great
opportunities for kids activities.” Parent

Parent Highlights



 
An Overview of Dyslexia
and how to Support
Learners at home 

01252 792 400 
www.helenarkell.org.uk 

Do you want to be able to support your child at home with dyslexia?
 

Definition of dyslexia 
Characteristic areas of difficulty 
Potential impact on literacy (and numeracy) development 
Benefits of a multisensory approach to learning 
Supporting reading 
Supporting reading comprehension 
Supporting writing 
Supporting spelling 
Keeping self-esteem high. 

At the end of the workshop, you will: 
Understand dyslexia better
Understand what dyslexia means for your child and how it affects more than reading
and spelling
Have practical ideas about how to help your child with memory and organisation
Have practical strategies for helping your child with
reading, writing and spelling
Have learnt ways to boost your child’s confidence and
self-esteem. 

There will be the opportunity to ask questions and to meet other parents in a similar
situation. 

Find out more about other courses we offer please go to our website www.helenarkell.org.uk 



A helping hand
for a healthier
family
Do you need help to achieve a

healthy weight for your child or

teenager?

Find out
more :

“Me and my boys are really enjoying this
programme and we are so grateful to be
taking part.” - Mum 

Be Your Best is a funded healthy lifestyle programme for Surrey families with children &

teenagers aged 5-17 years, who are above the healthy weight range.

We can help you make a positive difference to your child or teenager’s health & wellbeing.

Sessions include

Live cooking workshop

Meal planning for the whole family

Easy food swaps

Managing screen time

How to become an active family

Importance of sleep

One-to-one sessions

With a health & wellbeing advisor at
a mutually agreed time & location

Online group sessions for parents/carers 

Week days after school via Zoom

Online physical activity sessions

Group sessions via zoom or on-demand
video content

The programme is made up of one-to-one and group sessions:


