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Science – Year 4 – Sound

Year 4: Science
Spring Term Sound

Key Vocabulary

sound vibrations that travel through the air or 
another medium and can be heard when they 
reach a person's or animal's ear

source All objects can be sound sources that create sound 
in the same way – by vibrating and transferring 
those vibrations to an adjacent medium, such as 
the air.

vibration Sounds are vibrations. They travel out from a 
source as waves. The vibrations from the source 
make the molecules around them vibrate (shake 
and wobble) too.

travel Sound travels through space in longitudinal 
waves. An object waves quickly back and forth, 
so the air around it starts to wave too.

pitch Different pitches correspond to different frequencies. High pitch 
means high frequency, and low pitch means low frequency. Pitch 
can also be described as the quality of a sound that allows you to 
label it as “higher” or “lower” to your ear.

volume The volume of a sound is how loud or quiet 
the sound is

faint not strong or clear; slight: a faint sound / noise 
/ smell

loud strongly audible; having exceptional volume or 
intensity.

Insulation Sound insulation relates to the total ability of a 
building element or building structure to lower the 
sound transmission through it.
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