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Autumn Term 1

The Solar System is the Sun and the planets :
which orbit around the Sun. It also includes their 4
The Solar SYSTem moons. Asteroids and anything else which orbits
Key Vocabulary the Sun. The Solar System has 8 planets. -' :

s A h tar that Earth and th i s ——
o age ser then e 4R " | Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars are rocky planets, They are mostly made up //It’/\
other 1 in our soclar system ) | appears
orbit around. of metal and rock. Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are mostly made up to us that the Sun moves across
- o bl 1 oceer oo | of gases (helium and hydrogen) although they do have cores made up of rock the sky during the day but the Sun
e giant ball of gas held together by and metal does not move at all. It seems to us

its own grawvity.

i S ik 5 that the Sun moves because of the
ur Solar em (not to scale
OO A natural satellite which orbits = The Moon movements Of Egrth.

Earth or other pl . i : _ celestial bodies

Earth rotates (spins) on its axis. It
— .. |

A large object, rownd or nearly round,

The Moon is a body which orbits a does a full rotation once in every

that orbits a star. _ = ; planet and is known as a natural 24 hours. At the same time that
a 1 3D sh in the sh S A S tellite. S [ tsh Earth is rotating, it is also orbiting
rowumn shape in the shape of satellite. Some planets have many (revolving) around the Sun. It
a ball. moons, but Earth only has one. It takes a little more than 365 days
Astronomical objects shapes like isa I"OCky, dUSTY ball and we call it to orbit the. Sun. Dagttmg occurs
The M when the side of Earth is facing
e moon. , . . towards the Sun. Night occurs when
satellite Any ohject or body in space that The Moon doesn't emit (glve Off) the side of Earth is facing away
orbits something else, for example: light itself, the 'moonlight' we see is w
the Moon is a satellite of Earth. : the Sun's light reflected off the
orbit To move in a regular, repeating lunar surface. So, as the Moon orbits
curved path around anather object. The Moon takes 28 days to orbit the Earth. the Earth, the Sun lights up
rotate To spin. E.g. Earth rotates on its This is called a lunar month. different pC(f'TS of IT, making it seem A
own axis. waxing waxing waning woning 1S if the Moon is Changing shape, .1?,;
crescent gibbous gbous crescent = o

axis An imaginary line that a body

We call the different views of the
Moon the ‘phases of the Moon' and
zach phase has a name.

rotates around. E.g. Earth's axis
(imaginary Lline) runs from the
Morth Pole to the South Pole.

geocentric model & belief people wsed to have that o .
other planets and the Sun orbited vannessa va:neslfa I.S .a: Sh
around Earth. E eka_ ! as r‘op YSICIST. e
- - , i : studies exoplanets
heliocentric model The structure of the Solar System Read more: Vannessa Emeka_OkGfor‘. Okafor. | " tsid |
where the planets orbit around (P anetTs outside our solar
the Sun. SYSTem).

Research more: Who were Copernicus, Galileo and
astronomer Someone who studies or is an expert Kepler. Gnd WhaT dld They dO ?

in astronomy (space science).




