
Year 5: Science

Autumn Term 1

Key Vocabulary

Read more: Vannessa Emeka-Okafor.

Research more: Who were Copernicus, Galileo and 
Kepler and what did they do ?

Earth and Space Key Knowledge The Sun

Vannessa 
Emeka-
Okafor

The Moon

The Solar System is the Sun and the planets 
which orbit around the Sun. It also includes their 
moons. Asteroids and anything else which orbits 
the Sun. The Solar System has 8 planets.

The Moon is a body which orbits a 
planet and is known as a natural 
satellite. Some planets have many 
moons, but Earth only has one. It 
is a rocky, dusty ball and we call it 
The Moon.
The Moon doesn't emit (give off) 
light itself, the 'moonlight' we see is 
the Sun's light reflected off the 
lunar surface. So, as the Moon orbits 
the Earth, the Sun lights up 
different parts of it, making it seem 
as if the Moon is changing shape.
We call the different views of the 
Moon the ‘phases of the Moon’ and 
each phase has a name.

The Moon takes 28 days to orbit the Earth. 
This is called a lunar month.

The Solar System

Vannessa is an 
astrophysicist. She 
studies exoplanets 
(planets outside our solar 
system). 


